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BURNS BEACH — WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Grievance 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [9.24 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Environment, 
Hon Stephen Dawson, MLC. I grieve about the challenges faced by my community in trying to ensure sustainable 
waste management. 

In light of the ABC television series War on Waste, constituents in the electorate of Burns Beach are concerned 
about the state government’s action on waste management and stewardship of the environment. Over the past 
several months, my office has received several complaints regarding rubbish collection and processing in the 
northern suburbs. The electorate of Burns Beach sits in the middle of two local government cities—the 
City of Wanneroo and the City of Joondalup. These cities currently have a combined population of over 
400 000 people, and that is expected to grow substantially over the next few years. 

In the middle of my electorate is Tamala Park waste facility, which puts almost 300 000 tonnes of waste into 
landfill each year. Although my constituents note with interest the intention of the local government to adopt the 
three-bin system and acknowledge that the government will implement a plastic bag ban from 1 July, they seek 
clarification of further actions by the government to avoid, reduce, re-use and recycle waste. I particularly note the 
recent decision by China to change its national customs inspection program, known as National Sword, to reduce 
China’s tolerance of contaminated waste products to a level that precludes much of the export material that 
residents of Burns Beach would routinely contribute via kerbside recycling. 

Can the minister please outline the government’s plans to address the increasingly urgent issue of waste 
management in the northern suburbs? 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.26 am]: I thank the member for Burns Beach for 
this grievance and for providing me with some notice of it. Waste is an issue of significant public concern and is 
a priority of the McGowan government and the environment minister. A range of waste initiatives are currently 
underway to ensure that waste management and resource recovery in Western Australia reflects best practice, 
including announcements on the introduction of a container deposit scheme and a ban on lightweight plastic bags. 
The government’s broader commitments regarding waste management will be set out in the new waste strategy to 
be released later this year. I am also aware of the concerns about the Chinese government’s import restrictions on 
recyclable waste, and the impacts these restrictions will have on local recycling activities. Let me outline the 
breadth of actions the government is taking to improve waste and recycling performance in the state. 

The McGowan government is working to reduce the impacts of plastic waste on the environment and will 
implement a ban on lightweight plastic bags from 1 July. Community support for action on plastic bags continues 
to grow as people increasingly understand the environmental impacts of plastic waste and the need to stop millions 
of bags entering the waste and litter stream every year. Of the 4 843 responses we received during public 
consultation on the plastic bag ban, more than 90 per cent of submissions supported the plastic bag ban. The 
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation is currently working across governments, retailers and other 
non-government organisations to support the ban’s introduction on 1 July. The McGowan government has also 
committed to introducing a container deposit scheme to reduce litter and increase recycling rates. Under the 
scheme, consumers will be able to get a 10c refund on all eligible beverage containers such as soft drinks, flavoured 
milk, bottled water, beer, cider and sports drinks. The scheme will produce a significant stream of clean, 
source-separated beverage containers for recycling, and will encourage investment in collection and recycling 
infrastructure. The scheme also has business development and job creation opportunities that will provide a host 
of jobs for Western Australians. 

More than 97 per cent of people who responded to the online survey during the public consultation period support 
a container deposit scheme for Western Australia. The scheme design is currently being discussed by a stakeholder 
task force, with community, government and industry representatives. We are also watching the rollout of container 
deposit schemes in New South Wales and Queensland and learning from their designs. The Minister for Environment 
asked the Waste Authority to review the state’s waste strategy. The Waste Authority prepared a consultation paper 
and consulted widely on the review between October 2017 and March this year. Key themes coming out of the 
review include a focus on pursuing a circular economy and increased recognition of the need for shared 
responsibility to improve the state’s waste performance. The Minister for Environment will release the new waste 
strategy later this year.  

Last year the Chinese government notified the World Trade Organization of its intention to restrict the importation 
of recyclable waste. Some recyclable waste materials have been banned outright while others have had very low 
contamination thresholds applied that will be very difficult to achieve using current practices. In January this year 
the Minister for Environment wrote to the federal Minister for the Environment and Energy, Hon Josh Frydenberg, 
in support of a coordinated national effort to manage the impacts of the import restrictions and take advantage of 
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emerging opportunities. The McGowan government recognises the benefits of national solutions but also 
recognises that we cannot wait for others to act.  

On 15 March this year, the Minister for Environment met with waste industry stakeholders to discuss the likely 
impacts of, and potential responses to, the Chinese government’s import restrictions. As a result of that meeting, 
Minister Dawson established a waste taskforce to advise on waste management in Western Australia. The waste 
taskforce will provide advice to the Minister for Environment on how Western Australia can best respond to the 
implications of China’s decisions on the importation of recyclables by building on the state government’s 
commitment to improving waste and recycling performance. I will chair the taskforce on behalf of the minister. 
The McGowan government continues to roll out the $20 million Better Bins kerbside collection program which 
supports local governments to implement better practice kerbside collection systems to achieve higher resource 
recovery. Better Bins encourages the use of the three-bin system: general waste, red lid; co-mingled recycling, 
yellow lid; and green/organic waste, green lid. Fourteen local governments have signed up to the Better Bins 
program, including nine metropolitan local governments, which translates to about 35 per cent of metropolitan 
households and over a quarter of a million households. We look forward to engaging further with local government 
to continue the trend toward a standard bin system across the state.  
Achieving improved waste management outcomes requires action by all Western Australians and the government 
has a key leadership role. The Minister for Environment is working closely with state and federal government 
colleagues, industry and communities to improve the ways we avoid, re-use and recycle waste in Western Australia, 
from Burns Beach to Kununurra. I once again thank the member for bringing his concerns to the Parliament, and 
I look forward to the challenges ahead. 
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